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A Soviet officlal in Western Europe, in commenting on the intermational
situation st-ted that there are indications that intern~tionr~l harmony

may be achieved, at least temporarily.

The Soviet official feels that,

vwhen the conference of Forelgn Ministers takes place, severrl current
world problems may be resclved since both sides will make concessions.
He fell certain that the conference uill tr~ke place and that the con-
clusion of an Austrian peace treaty would result, but that the Soviets
will insist upon an American withdrawsl from Trieste with a similtaneous
Russlan vithdrawal from Austria.

Regarding Trieste, the Soviet officlal said that the Soviets ar= not
fundamentally oprosed to returning Trieste to Itrly, but, if they agree,
itwill be with Trieste as the bargaining factor agazinst considerable
Western concessions in Austria which would aid in solving the German
If the Soviets now insist in tving Trieste to the Austrian
peace treaty, it is because the Soviets cennot approach trese two
problems independently or else tie Soviets would be forced to yleld
on both points vithout obtrining their requests in other fields, such
as in the problen of German rearmsment which is a most eritical

problem.

problem for the Sovists,

The Soviets are ¢ nvinced that they can awold

the rearmament of Germany, but they wish to &void Rusgsia being the one

to yield om all points during negotiations.

The Soviets seek & com-

promise of reeciprocal concessions of various points under discussion.

The so-crlled "stiffening" of Soviet policy, according to the Soviet
officlal, is the result of the situation in which Russia finds herself;
nemely, alone arai~st the United States, Great Britain and France.
Sovlets aim to nvoid being isolated in the diplomatic field, and sre
therefore doing everything possible to bring China to the fore as the
At the same t'me, the Soviets have the basie purpose

fifth great pover,

The

of avolding encirclement by countries im » militery alliance under the
guldance of the United States,

The Soviet offiecial further stated that the Soviets can overcome any
political economic or military bloc if she does not find herself
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igolated and encircled at the moment of decision. Therefore, the Suviets

are seceklng »ll weys %o exploit circumstences ss they arise which might

bring about ssrious reactions hy the Americans, and thereby place Russia in an
infarior position.

According to the Soviet offickal, Soviet policy has twoconerete and
immediste objectives:

&. Prevention of the rearmament of Germany to avoid complete Europeen
encirclenent; ond

b, Inclusion of Commmnist Chima among the rreat rowers, so that the

Soviet Unjon will not be isolated in the politiesl rnd diplomatie
fielde.
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